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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because on line 3 the word "invention" is 
used which is improper. On line 19, "slits" should apparently be "slit". The abstract contains 
more than 150 words which is improper. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 1, line 17, "the 
slits" should apparently be "the slit" since the applicant defines a single slit on line 1 1 of claim 1. 
In claim 4, line 4, "the formed slit" should apparently be "the slit" since there is no antecedent 
basis for "the formed slit". In claim 5, line 10, "for" should be "from". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 1, line 3, "or similar items" is indefinite since the metes and bounds of the claim 
can not be determined. In claim 1, lines 4-5 are misdescriptive since the perforation does not 
form the first and second tongues. The perforation along with the slit (12,24) are required to 
form the first and second tongues. In claim 1, line 16, there is no antecedent basis for "the other 
narrowing portion". In claim 3, lines 3-4, "tongue shaped portions form a wave shaped slit along 
the formed slit" is indefinite since this phrase suggests that the tongue shaped portions form an 
additional slit that is along the slit (12,24) which is inaccurate. The slit (12,24) helps to form the 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/757, 1 1 0 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3611 

tongue shaped portions and the slit (12,24) is wave shaped. There is only one slit and not two as 
suggested by the applicant in claim 3. In claim 4, lines 3-4, "a continuously narrowing portion" 
is indefinite since it is not clear whether the "continuously narrowing portion" is the same as the 
narrowing portion defined in claim 1 or is an additional narrowing portion. In claim 6, line 2, 
there is no antecedent basis for "the first protruding portion". In claim 6, line 3, there is no 
antecedent basis for "the second protruding portion". In claim 6, lines 2-4, it is not clear whether 
the first narrowing outer end and the second narrowing outer end is the same as the first outer 
end and the second outer end defined in claim 5. In claim 7, line 3, "the second outer end" is 
indefinite since it is not clear whether the applicant is referring to the "second outer free end" or 
the "second narrowing outer end". In claim 8, line 2, there is no antecedent basis for "the 
second protruding portion". In claim 8, lines 2-3, there is no antecedent basis for "the first 
protruding portion". In claim 11, lines 2-4, it is not clear whether the first and second protruding 
portions are the same as the narrowing portions defined in claim 1. In claim 11, lines 3-4, 
"second protruding portion aligned with the first protruding portion at the slit" it is not clear how 
the portions are "aligned" and what the applicant means by "aligned". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1,3,5,6, and 8-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Pfeffer (U.S. Patent No. 3,776,415). 
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Pfeffer shows in figures 1-3 an attachment plate (23) of a flexible, bendable material (see 
column 2, lines 49-51) adapted for attachment to fabric, cables, flower stalks, or similar items, 
the attachment plate having two tongue shaped portions including a first tongue (34,36) and a 
second tongue (29) formed by a perforation (the horizontal opening directly above numeral 33 in 
figure 1, the opening in the plate adjacent to numeral 32 in fig. 1, the opening in the plate 
adjacent to numeral 37 in figure 1) in the plate so that a foot portion of each tongue shaped 
portion is held to the plate while each respective tongue shaped portion, extending from the foot 
portion to an outer free end of each tongue shaped portion, respectively, is outwardly bendable 
from the plate and the outer free ends of the tongue shaped portions are immediately adjacent to 
one another at a slit (the opening in the plate where the numeral 34 is located and extending all 
the way around to the location of numeral 29 and extending to the right side of the numeral 29 in 
figure 1), the outer free end of each respective tongue shaped portion has at least one narrowing 
portion (see figure 1 which shows that the first tongue is narrower at 36 and the second tongue 
29 is narrower at the free end) so that each respective narrowing portion is adapted to at least 
partially overlap the other narrowing portion at the slit. In regard to claim 3, as best understood, 
the slit is considered to be wave-shaped since it goes down (from the location of numeral 34, fig. 
1) then back up (to the numeral 29 in fig. 1) and then back down (past the numeral 29 in fig. 1). 
In regard to claim 6, Pfeffer shows in figure 1 that the first and second tongues each have a 
narrowing outer end. In regard to claim 8, Pfeffer shows in figure 1 that the protruding portions 
(outer ends) overlap. In regard to claim 9, Pfeffer shows in figure 1 that the tongue portions 
extend in opposite directions. In regard to claim 10, the plate is made from a flexible and 
bendable material so the outer ends are capable of being bent into any position as desired. In 
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regard to claim 1 1, it is not clear how the applicant's protruding portions are aligned, as best 
understood, the protruding portions (outer ends) of Pfeffer are considered to be aligned since 
they arranged in a similar manner as the applicant's protruding portions. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Painsith (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,216,377). 

Painsith shows in figures 5-10 an attachment plate (10') of a flexible, bendable material 
(see column 5, lines 45-60, column 7, lines 10-24) adapted for attachment to fabric, cables, 
flower stalks, or similar items, the attachment plate having two tongue shaped portions including 
a first tongue (54,56,54) and a second tongue (44) formed by a perforation (40,42,48,50,51) in 
the plate so that a foot portion of each tongue shaped portion is held to the plate while each 
respective tongue shaped portion, extending from the foot portion to an outer free end of each 
tongue shaped portion, respectively, is outwardly bendable from the plate and the outer free ends 
of the tongue shaped portions are immediately adjacent to one another at a slit (51), the outer free 
end (first tongue includes two outer free ends just below numerals 63 in fig. 5 and the second 
tongue includes outer free end adjacent the lead line for numeral 68 in fig. 5) of each respective 
tongue shaped portion has at least one narrowing portion (see figure 5 which shows that the first 
tongue includes two narrower portions adjacent the outer ends and the second tongue includes 
one narrower portion adjacent the outer end) so that each respective narrowing portion is adapted 
to at least partially overlap the other narrowing portion at the slit. In regard to claim 2, the first 
tongue portion includes two narrowing portions (fig. 5, the two portions directly below the two 
numerals 68) and the second tongue portion includes two narrowing portions (the portion 
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adjacent the lead line for numeral 68 and the narrow portion extending upwardly directly above 
the numeral 51 in fig. 5). In regard to claim 3, as best understood, the slit (51) is considered to 
be wave-shaped since it goes up and down. In regard to claim 4, the slit (51) of Painsith includes 
a substantially straight, diagonal extension (any of the straight portions of slit 51 can be 
considered a diagonal extension). In regard to claim 6, Painsith shows in figure 5 that the first 
and second tongues each have a narrowing outer end. In regard to claim 7, Painsith shows in 
figure 5 that the first narrowing end of the first tongue extends into a first cavity of the second 
tongue. In regard to claim 8, Painsith shows in figure 5 that the protruding portions (outer ends) 
overlap. In regard to claim 9, Painsith shows in figure 5 that the tongue portions extend in 
opposite directions. In regard to claim 10, the plate is made from a flexible and bendable 
material so the outer ends are capable of being bent into any position as desired. In regard to 
claim 1 1, it is not clear how the applicant's protruding portions are aligned, as best understood, 
the protruding portions (outer ends) of Painsith are considered to be aligned since they arranged 
in a similar manner as the applicant's protruding portions. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Greenberger, Hubbard, and Fan teach the use of clip type attachment devices. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian K. Green whose telephone number is (703) 308-101 1. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7am-3 :30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on (703) 308-0629. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



BRIAN K. GREEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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